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I have not done this. I swear on the Beragama
temple I have not done this. I cannot go to prison.
There is the woman, Hamadoru, what will become
of her? Oh! I have not done this. I have not."
The proctors and idlers smiled; the peon and the
interpreter told Babun to hold his tongue. The
judge got up and turned to leave the court.
"I am sorry/' he said, "but the decision has been
given. I treated you very leniently as a first of-
fender."
Every one stood up in silence as the judge left the
court. As soon as he had left, everything became
confusion. Proctors, witnesses, court officials, and
spectators all began talking at once.
Babun crouched down moaning in the cage.
Punchi Menika began to shriek on the verandah,
until the peon came out and drove her away. Only
Silindu maintained his sullenness and calmness. He
followed Babun when he was taken away by the
peon to the lock-up. At one point, when he saw
that the peon was not looking, he laid his hand on
Babun's arm and whispered:                          '
"It is all right, son, it is all right. Don't be
afraid. The old buffalo is cunning still. Very soon
he will charge." He smiled and nodded at Babun,
and then left Mm to find Punchi Menika.
It took some time for Silindu to find Punchi